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VEATHER REPORT.
IxpicaTioNs POR ToeDav.—For the Mid-
dle Atlantie States, {mereasing winds, most-

# 1. from southeast; increasing clondiness,

tollawed by rain areas, stationary tempera-

i ture, and stationary ar lower pressure.

For the South' Atlantie and East @nlf
States, increasing northeast winds, cloudy

¥ and rainy weather, stationarv temperature,
¢ and falling barometer.

For the West Gulf States, light, varfable
winds, nostly from the south; warmer,

[ clcar or partly cloudy weather, with sta-

Llonary or lowerspressures.,

For Tenncssee and the . Obio Valley,

-outheasterly winds, increusing ‘cloudiness
i and rain. stationary or lower temperature,
¥ .nd falling Darometer.

Cautionary signals continue. at New Or-
West, Jack-

ton, =mitbville, Wilmington, Cape Look-

:-'f_ nut, Cape Hatteras, and Kitty Hawk.

THE WEATHER YESTERDAY was clear, warm,
and pleasunt. At midnight it was cloudy
and threatening.

THERMOMETER YESTERDAY 1 6 A. M., 62;
0 A, M., 67; noon, 79: 2 P M., 805 6P
M.. 78 : midnight, G384

LOCAL MATTERS.
+
The ¥Moffett Liguor-Regilsters.

' WORR OF THE COMMISSIONERS YESTERDAY —AN

ENCOURAGING EXUIBIT—SOME BIG ITEVS,

I'he work of the Deputy Commissioners of
the Revente taking the state of the hiquor-
registers was continued but not concluded
vesterday.  Mr. Wilkins visited many of the
larzest salpons and chief retail dealers west
of Twelfth street. He was in the best part
of his district, At one place there were

1,234 aleoholic and 11,133 malt  drinks
registered; ol another 1,286 alcoholic
and  7.709 malt; at another 556 alco-
halie and 6,826 malt. A bar-keeper

on a cross street, near the centre of the city,
had registered 2,506 alcoholie drinks; a
neighhor had registered 2,025, while a re-
tail dealer, a well-known groeery tirm, had
recistered 2,066 hall-pints.  The returns of
Mr. Wilkins are highly encouraging to the
friends of this law, and indicate that the
aggregate mmount for Richmond per an-
num will be greater than suggested by the
caleulation of yesterday.

Mr, Wilkes labored in the eastern part of
the city. where the population is sparse,
The weneral run of the registers is satisface-
torv, but in some instances there were sos-
vicions of non-compliance with the law.
There were dealers—a few—who had regis-

31 Wherever
they deemed it proper to test the aceuracy
of the register the deputy turned the erank
sivor 100 times, and eredited the dealer by
1he same.  Mostof the registers were found
working well,

At the rate indicated above the largest
dealer mentioned—or at least his  cus-
tomers—would pay 1,700 per annum.

In relation to the complaint frequently
hieard that the liquor-registers are inacen-
rate, Mr. Johmson, the manufacturer, says :

The only trouble is in the gearing of the
index (which was made by the American
Aeter Company of New York), some of the
wheels working too close, and the result
being the breaking of cogs. I immedintely
wrote to them, and in reply they stated the
defective parts should be supplied with per-
feet ones, \

I came to Richmond Monday morning to
cxamine the defective® registers, and find
that the same trouble exists with all that are
out of order. The talk about their  regis-
tering too many drinks is o mistake. The
State of Virginia is the only sufferer, as the
defective ones have failed to register as
many drinks as were sold.

[ do not intend the State shall pay me for
a4 single - defective register, and whenever
one proves defective it shall be supplied by
A new one as soon as notice bas been given.
I have sent extra ones to every city, and in-
<trneted the commissioners to notice care-
fullv, and when one proves defective to re-
tnrn it to me at Culpeper. Every one in
the eity of Richmond willat once be teésted
to see that they are in good condition. I
Live been so anxious to get them in every
city, 80 08 to test the efticieney of the law,
tiat it was impossible to personally ex-
amine each one, And in the lust three
weeke I have made and put them up.in
every city in the State except Staunton, and

bt for my Richmond trip they would have

heen put up there.

[ wrote to Mr. Taylor before the first
<hipment was made that the registers werc
pul up so fast that perbaps some would
prove defective, but if such was the case
1 would correct it at once. I am satisfied
the State Lhos gained moye by my.putting so
many in‘use in the'shor[ space of time than
she can possibly lose by any defective regis-

ters,

I have made some improvements, which,
I think, will defy experts who may wish to
tamper with the register, and shall: supply
lichmond and the other cities as soon as
the pew parts can be manufactured with
the improved register.

Tur LiQuor-REGIsTER PATENT-RIGHT
SUIT—MEETING  0F  Li1QUOR-DEALERS,—A
meeting of the Liguor-Dealers® Protective
Assoceiation will be held at Bauer’s Hotel
this evening. Colonel Jobn B. Young, their
counsel, bus proposed to Attorney-General
Field to dismiss  the further prosecution of
the suit in the United. States Court on the
allezed  patent infringement if General
Iield will agree not'to proceed against the
bond given to indemnify Mr. Johnson for
(amages caused by the late injunction.
General Field, who, with Mr. Grimsley, was
counsel for Mr. Johuson, has given his as-
sent to the proposition, and the liguor-deal-
¢rs no doubt will give their concurrence, so
thut the order may be entered on or before
thee 17th instant, when the cause is set for
trial on its merits,

SUNDAY Laws,—1t avpears that the Sun-
day laws are hereafter 1o be enforced, and
that bar-rooms ‘will be watched by the police
and the names of ull parties entering them
noted and furnished to the grand jury, so
that they mdy be snmmoned as witnesses.
[t seems, also, thatweme uttention is to be
wiven the statute forbidding persons from
laboring at their callings on Sunday. Those
who regard Saturday as the true Sabbatb
may close on that day and keep open or
prosecute their work on Sunday.

OrDEEED Back To RricuMoxp.—Judge
Hughes l_uu directed that the cases of Ricl-
ard O. Weeks and 8. Hecbinger, bankrupts,
now in the hands of Register.Waterman,
of I'etersburg, be pnt mcharge of Register
Atking, of Richimond. The bankrupts and
most of Ehcir"'cv'editors Mve here, In the
cuase of Weeke a strong petition of creditors
was presented askifig that the change indi-
“uted be wade,

City CONSERVATIVE COMMITTEE.—At the
meeting of the City Conservative Commit-
tee to. be beld on Thursday night some
members will raise the guestion of the ad-
visability of making nominations for the
House, they believing that  a ¢ free-for-all
race ™ will be better for the city and party.
No doubt the matter will be calmly and
fully discussed before any action is taken.

VIRGINIA’S DEBT.

ITS ORIGIEN, IIISTOR\'. AND PRERENT
STATUS EXPDAINED BY “"HON. '
G, C. WALKER.

THE EX-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH BEFORE THE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LAST NIGHT—
HE HOLDS TUAT THE DEBT IS AN HONEST
ONE AND OUGHT TO BE PAID—NO FRAUD
ABOUT THE FUNDING BILL—FAIR ASSESS-.
MENTS AND ECONOMY DEMANDED-WE
CAN MEET OUR LTABILITIES * WITHOUT
ANY INCREASE OF THE RATFE OF TAXA-
TION “~READJUSTMEXT A DELUSIVE
PHANTOM—-AONESTY THE ONLY HOPE OF
THE STATE.

The announcement that Hon. G. C. Wal-
Xer would deliver un address on the sub-
ject of the State debt atiracted a large num-
ber of the leading citizens and business-
men of Richmond to Association Hall Jast
night.

About 8 o’clock Governor Walker, ac-
companied by Mr. E. O. NUlting, president
of the Chamber of Commerce, 2nd Mr. R.
E. Blankenship, chairman of the committee
of the Chamber to make arrangements for
the address, entered the hall and took seats
upon the platform. The Governor was re-
ceived with applause; and Mr. Blanken-
ship, calling the meeting to order, 'stated
that the Chamber of Commerce had for
some time considered the propriety of se-
curing the services of one of the promi-
nent men of the State to deliver
an nddress on ‘'the subject of the public
debt, and concluded-that there was no man’
in the State more familiar with the subject
or better able to meet the requirements of
the Chamber than Governor Walker. With
this view he had been invited, and had ac-
cepted the invitation, and appeared to-
night to carry out the wishesof the body.
The speaker was then introduced by Mr.
Blankenship, and said :

Mr. Chairman and Fellow-Citizens,—I
[apptr:nr Lefore you to-night in response
to the invitation of the Chamber of Com-
merce to speak upon the subject of the
public’debt of Virginin. The compliment
of the invitation, extended to me as it was
by the representative body ol the great
commercial, monetary, and manufacturing
interests of this the metropolitan city of
the Commonwealth, I profoundly appreci-
ate. The vast importance of the subject to
be discussed, the wide range of topics to
be treated, in order to reach a clear and
comprehensive understanding of our ability
and duty in the premises, renders the task I
have undertaken one ol no ordinary magni-
tude.

Happily at this time there are no other
great public questions to divideand distract
the nttention of the people of our State. A
policy inaugurated by Virginia in 1869 ac-
complished not only peace and good gov-
ernment within our own borders, but, grad-
ually widening and expanding its benefi-
cent influence, it has eventuated in bring-
ing the sawme blessings to the entire coun-
try. The Virginia policy of 1869 has De-
come the presidential poliey of 1877, Armed
soldiers no longer overawe legislatures or
mauke and unmake governors.

The political equality of the States hasagain
beeome the recognized rule of action, and
the President confines himself to the strict,
and I believe conseientious, discharge of the
high duties of his office. Peace, good or-
der, and a growing fraternity of feeling, as
there always must be of interest, every-
where prevail. As the natural result of
this happy condition of public affairs pros-
perity begins to revive—slowly, it 1s true,
but nevertbeless surely. Providence has
blessed us with abundant crops; in fact,
evervthing combinesto inspire hope and con-
fidence in vur future. And yet just at this
anspicious period, in the midst of all these
happy surroundings and prospeets, we find
one dark and sombre cloud lowering over
our horizon, which imperils the best inter-
ests of the Commonweslth.

WHY SHOTLD NOT THE DEBT BE PAID ?

Already has the State suffered untold mil-
lions of loss in ' eapital, immigration, and
enterprise by her equivocal position as to
her indebtedness. The continued agitatien
of the rubject, the uncertainty that sur-
rounds it, the wild vagaries, ignorance, and
misrepresentation which have more or less
prevailed regarding it, have all tended to
unsettle public' confidence and seriously
imipede the progress and development of
the State. It is time the question was set-’
tled—withdrawn from the arena of politics
and placed beyond the pale of controversy.
But why should there be any controversy
aboutour publie debt # Was not the debt hon-
extly, legally incurred, and did not the State
receive full value for every bond she issued ¢
If these questions be answered in the
afirmative, as they surely must be, then
why should not this honest deht, honestly
contracted, be honestly paid?2 No one de-
nies that the entire-principal of our public
debt was contracted prior to 1861, and that
not one dollar has been added to if, either
during or sioce the war, exceptthe accu-
mulations of unpaidinterest. It is not dis-
puted that the debt was.contracted to aid
public improvements; that nearly all our
railroads, canals, turnpikes, our gplen-
did charitable. institutions and magnifi-
cent university—yes, even the very monu-
ments which commemorate the virtues of
our great dead and mighty past—were the |
cause as well as -the-result ol our public

‘debt. To these, great objects, which de-

veloped, enricbed, and beautified- the State.
and blessed all hér people, and all of which
we are now in the full enjoyment, was the
money ' applied which we borrowed and.
solemnly promised to repay with interest.
Why should it not be paid ¥ - Does the cha-
racter, nativity, or position of the owners
of our debt enhance or diminish our jast
and equitable liability therefor? Our obli-
gation is to pay the debt to whomsoever,
may bold it, and its sacredness i3 in no
wise affceted or lessened whetherit be held
by foreigners or citizens, by bankers,
farmers, ricn men, poor widows, or col-
leges. Why, then, should it not he paid? -
THE LIABILITY OF THE STATE NOT DEBAT-
ABLE, |
*Is it urged that becauseof the division of
the State and the destruction of property
by the war our obligations have been cau-
celled and our liability aunulled? Fhere
have bLeen men, I am sorry to say, bold
enough to make even this prepeosterous
proposition. The fundamental error of
this proposition, however, is that it has not
the slightest foundation :in «cither public
law, equity, or morals. Even il as an oOri-.
ginal proposition it were possessed of any
merit, the action of every Legislature since
the war has utterly superseded and destroy-
ed it. The first Legislature that convened
after the war (that of 1865-'60) recognized
the liability of the State for the whole debt
by authorizing the funding of all thé past-
due interestjupon the.entirgdebt, The sec-
ond Legislature, that of. 1866867 (elected

cipal of the debty that of 1870~ 71 auther-
ized the retunding of the debt, and thbse
of 1872-'73, 187410, nnd 1876-"77 provided
for the:payment alsintereston: the debt,
both funded. and .ubpfunded. Not onl
has our liability for the debt been aflirme
by every Legisiature assembled since-the
rar, but l,hgi;"gigﬂo:i ll'a,s;b'eeg;e;rg:;deb in,
)y every other' departmépt ‘of ‘the Go -
men{. It hmﬂhégmt&btéwnf’tﬂmh?txsthe Ex-
ecutive and copfirmed' by/-thalsupreme
Court, and has tg'e'fclt'_pi'_é pasked beyond the
pale of debatable iquestions. Again I.ask
why should not the debt be paid? ' %

WHAT THE,CREDJTOBS, DOXNE. £
Has any action been taken or snﬂ‘eIred by

B

ANNCAL REPORTS.—The Leads ot depart-1our creditors syhich legsens in the ‘slightest

wents of the State Government axe now en-
guged in preparing their annual reports.
As nearly all of them will come before the
Legislature at its next session for reé¢lection
they are yery naturally desirous of making:
Deasing exhibits. AR Ty

‘cept what 'we.

degree:our duty'to;pay them what i8"hon-
Ie,sttgithe}r hsd?ﬁ J?el I:-.-unhmitnﬂ?g y ::gtarer
BOLIERE, Ans0 'pothing.; In fa ey
bave doue -n‘othlﬁ’é. %mapt‘-ﬁo-piﬁ?ely ac-

1865-766, belng

by the white people alone), proyided for the |
‘payment of interest upon the whole prin-

have-tendered to them.: In
Ubabis 30 pay the srvc ot |

br & iy : { e
interest due them, we offered to fund the
same into bonds, which offer they uncom-
plainingly accepted. In’1866-'67 we pro-
posed to Pay them but two thirds of the
accruing interest, that being all, aceord-
ing to the languageé of “the Jaw, : that
we thought we oughtr to pay until a
settlement..: wes  bad - with West . Vir-
ginia; apd. this proposition they nccgc.:lptgd
without a murmur. Again, in 1871, finding,
after repeated cflorts, that we could come
to no settlement with West Virgioia, we
proposed to our creditors that if:they ould
Fthrow off one third of the debt, or remit it
to. the tender mercies of. West: Virginia,
and ‘extend the payment . for I,i:trt}hfoilr'
years, that.on their surrender to us of their
old bonds we would issue to them a new
bond for two thirds of the .amount due
them, the interest upon which, when repre-
sented by matured coupons, should be a le-
gal tender for all debtsand demands, includ-
ing taxes, due the State. Asmight bave been
expected, this proposition or. compromise’
was not readily aceepted by the creditors.

THE FUNDING BILL.

The proposition became a law, known as
the funding bill, on the 31st of March, 1871,
and remained in full force for nearly a full
twelve months—the subject of much sensc-
Jess and violent discussion and animadver-
gion, together with many threats and some
attempts to stay its execution. Yet, under
all thesc circumstances, only about two-
thirds of the ereditors accepted it. One
third declined to accept the compromise al-
tozether, while most of the otber two thirds
did so reluctantly. They  considered
it ‘the virtually giving up or away
of one third of their just dues, and
L mey ;; holding valid <laims. against a
responsible debfor are not often ; .guilty -
of such unusual gencrosity, especially
when the payment of the balance is made
simoly by a new promise to pay, running
over a greatly extended period of time, AS
matter of fact, our creditors did not ap-
prove of the funding bill and are in no
wise responsible for its origin or enactment
into a law. A portion of them simply ac-
cepted, though tardily, what we voluntarily
and for our own advantage tendered to
them. They hold against us the same old
nonest debt, honestly contracted prior to
the ¢ ]Jate onpleasantness,’ shorn, it is true,
of one entire third ot what was legally and
justly due them, and- represented by our
new promises to pay at a much more dis-
tant date, but all done.at our voluntary re-
quest and solicitation.

Do we find in all this any justification for
withholding from our creditors their honest
dues, any palliation or excuse for the abuse
and vituperation heaped upon the heads of
these victims of our own injustice? Isit
not « shame and a disgrace that there should
Le found in our State men who, to enhance
their own petty persenal aims and interests,
are clamorous for the people to dishonor
themselves by damning their benefactors.
Let us understand each other clearly as we
advance,

CAN WE INVALIDATE OUR DEBT ?

I have not thus far discussed in any
respect our shility to pay, but rather the
justice, the equity, and the legality of our
liability to pay. ‘They constitute two sepa-
rate and distinet questions, which should
never be confounded in discussing the sub-
ject of our public debt. Our liability is
onething, while our ability to discharge that
liability is quite anotber. 1 have sought to
demonstrate, and hope with success, our
undoubted legal and equitable liability for
the debt, both by the history of the debt it-
self and by the uniform meritoriousand gen-
erous conduet of our creditors. But one
other query as to this branch of the subject
remains to be considered. Have we done
anything ourselves which in any respect
impeacher or lessens our liability for the
debt? That would be a strange idea in-
deed that a debtor of his own motion, and
without the assent of the creditor, by any
other means than payment or bankruptey
could defeat his legal obligation to pay.
And yet, unless this can be done, what is
the meaning or sense of the outery against
the now famous funding*bill? Conceding
all that has beeh urged against that bill to
be true—which it s not—is our just liability
for the debt lessened or shaken.in the
slightest degree? as it ‘mot  clearly

enact that bill into a law ? And was not the
law a voluntary tender of settlement by.the’
State to her creditors? Unquestionably so,
and so afirmed by the highest judicial tri-
bupal of the State—a tribunal which for
purity, integrity, and profound ability and
knowledge of the law,is the peer of any
court in the nation.

THE CIIARGE OF FRUAD.

1t has been charged that theact was hasti-
Iy and inconsiderately passed, and by im-
proper means; but the charge is utterly
bascless. In iy second message to the
Legislature, under date of the 8th of March,
1870, after giving a detailed statement of
the assets and liabilities of the State, among-
other things I recommended a redrganiza-
tion of the State debt upon the general plan
subsequently incorporated into the funding
bill. It was before the Legislature and the
people for more than a year before it was
acted upon. In my annual message of De-
cember following 1 again called attention to
the subject. Some threec months afterwards,
according to my best recollection, by re-
quest of the chairmen of the Finance Com-
mittees of the Senate add House of Dele-
gates respectively, 1 drafted a bill which
was submitted to,a joint meeting of both
committees. - After some two/Or three
meetings  the "bill was amended and
adopted, and the -cbairman: of ‘each
committee was ‘directed to veport it
to his house and press it.to .its passage.
After some amendments to the third seetion
by the Senate the bill passed the Legisla-
ture by a- large, majority.. -How ean it be
said that a measure: avhich . had. virtually
‘heen belore the people and the Leglslatire
for thirteen months ;was hastily! or ‘incon~

ruptly passed it was dome. witbout my
knowledgze. Had I been informed:thst: it
had been passed by corrupt influences, or
that it was in anywise tainted with .fraud,
it is unnecessary for me to say that I would
have stamped it with my condemnation by.
an Executive veto. Why did not. these
gentlemen who make the cbarge prove it
when the opportunity was-afforded them at
the next session. of the Legislature, when a
comuittee was raiged for that purpose, pr-
ganized to: convict il they could establish
¢he facts?. It is @ grave . thing, to
charge a Legislature with corraption, ahd
ought not to be made except upou aub-
stantial proofs. 1t.has been anpounced,
100, oy several occasfons, that the Legis-
latiire ncted upon-false and erroneous esti-.
wates;, but, tbe truth i3 the gentlemen
themselves commit s far grealer error 1n
making tbe charge. In the message ‘of”
the 8th of Marcb, 1870, I stated that if the
real property of the State were asseased
according tothe mandates of the Constitu-
tion, then; in-my: judgment, the total
would amount to a certain stated sum.
.., THE ASSESSYENTS UNFATR. . .,
And now, aftér’the ldpsé of more than
geven years, with a Jkunowledge based upon
tacts and, personal ;inquiry, £ empbatically
affirm that the judgmen &%e_n..express_:e_d was
undoubted]y correct. e difficulty is and
has been that neither that year nor since—
in fact, never—haye we had 2 constitutional
assessment of propérty. ~Recollect that
these estimates were made in March, 1870—.
more than a year priox. to. the passage of
the funding. act. . Duging ihe year 1870 an-
oﬂinr;'llnl nssdcssme:%t'of'.ipropertg, both p?hl‘:
B0 and,, real,  3Vas. made, oug
out the. Shle?* l’nivﬁv 'nmnnmfﬁlfessage
of December of that vear,-in-order that mo
errors might he committed based upon my
hypothetical estimates, I specially called at-
tention to the fact that aw official assessment
bad been completed which/wounld nfford the.
Legislature the correct data: to act Hpon.:
The language I used is as-follows: *“The
new assessment ofsthe real estatein r,b_qpp:{,
caon

monwealth will be completed.

within the competence of the Legislature to |

siderately passed? If the bill- were-cor-|

under. the two acts: approved June
26th last, and entitled respectively ¢ An act
in"‘relation’ fo’the assessment of 'taxes on |
licenbes ? and < An'det for, the assessurent of
taxes,” and the act, approved July 8th last,-
entitled * An act imposing taxes for the sup-
port of government and free schools, and to
L)ay the interent on the public debt,” you will
¢ enabled to.pbtain very correct.data upon

'dimr
i

which to base vournct_ion'

of future taxation.”
THE FUNDING, BILL A GOOD LAW.

Now, recollect that this language was ad- |
dressed to the Legislature eome cight
months after the estimates I have just men- |
tioned. were laid before 'them, and nearly
four months prior to their action.fipon the
funding bill. As matter of fact, the assess-
ments were completed, and all the facts
in relation thereto, and to the resources
‘of the State. as officially , ascerfained by
officers appointed for that. -purpose,
‘werc before the Legislature’ long’ be-’
Hore the passage of the funding ‘sct.]
If' any member was ignorant.of them his
own indolence was the cause. What' be-
comes of the charge, then, that the funding
bill was passed by the Legislature upon er-
ronenus estimates in or ignorance of the re-
gources of the Commopwealth?’ The ac-
tual facts as officially ascertained were be-
fore the Legislature, and on these, and
these alone, they acted. Cun it be that that
Legislature was a body of knaves and
fools ¢ It must have been il the objections
which have been urged against the funding
LIl are well Tounded. They haye, how-
ever, one consoling reflection, and that is
that their successors have never proved to
be their superiors, either in wisdom, in-
tegrity, or patriotism, and that' fheir con-
stituents bave never been more Taithfully
or honestly represénted. T recommended
the tunding bill and framed it. I believed
it was right and for the best interest of the
State; and now, after listening to and con-
sidering all the objections that have been’
urged against it during the past six years, I
unhesitatingly pronounce it to be, in my
judgment, one of the wisest and best laws
‘to be found upon ‘our statute-Books. - | ]

SOME OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

Really, in the light of reason and historic
facts how utteriy baseless do these objections
to the funding actappear! Some, even sensi--
ble, people have objected to the funding of
the past-due interest as provided by the act,
but, this objection s mot tenable. When the
State contracted this debt, borrowed the
money, she promised to pay the amount with
interest. The obligation to pay the interest
was as solemn and binding as that to pay
the principal. A failureto pay the one was
as much a violation of our contract asthe
failure to meet the other. We failed to pay
either, and as West Virginia had not as-
sumed her just proportion of the debt we
proposed to our creditors that if they
would remit or forgive us of one third of
the amount due and extend the payment of
the remaining two thirds for thirty-four
years we would, on their surrender of the
old bonds, give them our new bond for that
amount ; and, to assure them of our good
faith and honest intention, we proposed
that the interest represented by interest-cer-
tificates or coupons when due should be a
legal tender to the State for all debts and de-
mandg due lher,. including taxes. Was
there anything wrong about that ¥ Is there
a man before me who would not think him-
gelf extremely fortunate if, svhen' hard
pressed and unable to meet his liabilities,
he could induce his creditor to throw off
one third and take a new note running fer
a long period for the remaining two thirds
of both principal and interest? And yet
that is precisely what the State accomplish-
ed by the funding act. Really, n man who
could object to this most favorahle compro-
mise to us would object to Sovereign Grace
unless it were extended to him without the
asking. But the legal-tender feature of the
coupons is absolutely outrageous and abom-
inable, cries the genuine anti-funder, be-
cause, 1 suppose, it makes us pay our honest
debts whether we will or no. Well, if men
will not do right voluntarily they ought to
be made to do right. That is one of the chief
objects ot Jaws and governments,

.. NO 'EXCUSE FOR OUR DEFAULT.

If we intend to pay and do pay the-in-
terest upon -our debt when due, what
matters it whether these coupons are:a
legal terfder to the State or not? If we
intend to pay but fail, then the office of
these coupons will be to ecrystalize our
good intentions into ‘better acts. In any
aspect they are a good thing, especinlly ywhen |
one haa taxes to pay. I bave noticed these
objections to the funding act—and they
coraprise all that I have ever heard of being
urged against it—not only toshow their utter
groundlessness, but also to show that that
act in nowise ehanges or lessens our liability
for the debt. Barring the form of the pro-
mise to payit,itis the same old. honest
debt—honestly contracted prior tothe war,
in nowise increased ‘except by our own de-
fault in the paymentof the ‘interest; but,
onthe contrary, actually decreased by the
one third, for which we have remitted our
creditors to the honesty and high integrity
of West Virginia. Why should it not be
paid? There is no excuse for our default’
either in law or equity.: ‘All' the noise that

bolder, the Shylock, and the like, is simply
«gound and ‘fury, sighilylng nothing’” as
to the real merits of the case. The debtis an
honest one—we owe it—why should not we
pay it? Do I hear the answer, ¢ Because
we are not able””? Ah, I can listen to that
answer with some degree ol composure,
because, if not false, it i3 a good and sulb-
stantial reason for your failure to discharge
your honest duty. Canit he.tmne that .all
this hue-and-cry about the fundifiz bill, the
- non-liability of the State for her debt in con-
sequence of the late wary together with the
unmeasured and unjust' abuse of our inno-’
cént ereditors; are sll a mere subterfuge to
cover up our inability to pay? Does it not
rither demonstrate ourindisposition to pay?
THE HONEST AND MANLY COURSE.

. A man who redlly wants to pay but finds
bimaell unable to do so is not apt to be bois-
terous, defiant, or abusive of his creditor.
11 ‘the'ssme zealous efforts had becn put
forth to pay the interest upon our debt as
there have been to demonstrate how *‘not
to do it’” our liabilitiés would bave been
g_rompl:]y met at maturity and the eredit of-

irginia would te-day be recond to no State
ig the Union. There are men, however,
good and true men, whoare sincere in their
opintons and honest in their actions, who
bealieve that we are not able to meet the full
interest upon our debt. Aretheir opinions
well founded? This, after all, is the real
question- for- discussiom. < :All:.the otber
objections tp. sybigh. 1 haye slluded are
utterly -untenable and . comstitute -the
mere ¢clap-trap’’ of the uneonscion-
able demagogue and the ywily ‘cross-road
politician. ~The real questipnis, Can we
pay? 1f we can, then there {3.no excuse
for not, paying. . If we cannot, let us de-
monstrate the fact like any honest debtor
by-a fair'exhibit of our assets, and then re-

spectfully- ask our- creditors to accept of
yuch'a irfagé of! their elafms’against us

a3 our assets show that,we can, pay. Thié
is the only manly and honest course to pia-
gue. Iamno bondholder, and have no in-
terest in the subject save as a citizen and
tax-payer, but before I wwould see this proud
old - Commonwealth, rich in bistoric glory
and blessed with nnexampled resources,
bow her head in abject humiliation and beg
to'be forgiven of apy portion o; what she
honestly owes, I-would be willing to have
the half of the little 1 possess eonfiscated to
shield her from the disgrace. ‘Before such
& fearful step be seriously contemplated let
us be well assured that no other course can
be pursued by her.
LIABILITIES AND ASSETS. -

Let usiexamine fihte sub%hect we:lrl.ls“y ::ﬁ
‘dispassionately, and from the resulls as
| tafned make up our -ﬁn_'t?lJ judgment.. What
are the liabilities of the State, and What are
her assets? Let it be understood at the

Prom this and the returns made to the Au--
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has been raised about, the bloated bond- |

| otitset that this generstion havé no concern | p

have'to'provide for i3 simply the'interest
‘thereon. State, like -nationil ‘bonds, are’
gonght alter for permanent jnvestments,
and-the holder is fully satisfied if the inter-
¢at be promptly paid, leaving the principal
to''rut -on '"{ndefinitely, ‘the longer -the
better'uvsually. - What amount, ‘then, 18 it
necéssary for Virginia to annually raise to
‘nieet the interest on her-debt'?: This ean’
be'ankwered only ‘hy ascertaining the total
‘of ‘the’ priacipal of the public ‘debt: The
principdl ‘of the debt of Virginia at the com-
mencement of the war'was, in Tound num-,
bers, 32,000,000. Whatéver incresseof the
debt has sinee oceurred, as I:have already
stated, consists of the accumulations of un-
paid interest. On the 1st'of July, 1871, the
date when -the tssue of wety: bonds began
under the funding act, ‘the ‘total debt; in-
cluding principsl and unpaid ' interest,
amounted to £47,090;866.43. This debt, how-
ever, was subject to reduction by whatever
amounts might be realized from the sale of
the State’s interest in public works. Nomi-
pally of nssets of  this character: the
State possessed  an- amount . equal to
or greater than the debt and interest.
Many of these nssets, however, were value-
less; but aftera careful review of them all
1 reached the conclusion, and so stated to
the Legislature in the message of March 8.
1870, that they were sufficient to realizein a
short time £10.000,000 or 212,000,000 in
State bonds, thus paying that amount of
the debt and reducing the total to 337,000,~
000, two thirds of which, or less than $25,-
000,000, being our portion. A law was paszed
about:the same time of the funding act to
accomplish this object, and had not that law
been Tepealed by the next Legislature suc-
ceeding that which passedthe funding act:
and before its full execution 1 have no doubt
the estimatew
But the law was repealed, and millions of
the State’s assets have since becomeabso-
lutely worthless, This is one of the results
of the war made upon the funding act.

THE AUTHORS OF OUR TROUBLE.

Even as late as January, 1873, in a com-
munication addressed to the Senate, I de-

| monstrated that the total of our debt might

be redueed to $26,000,000 by a proper ap-
plication of our assets. In that same com-
munieation I proved how, with a proper as-
gessment of property and the reduction of
our Stute expenses to 300,000, which might
be safely done, together with a poll-tax
of $2 per capita, we could carry on the
State goverument efficiently and pay
full interest wpon the debt. But ‘“how
not to do it?” agnin triumpbed. ‘What
has been the result 7 Seme-six millions-of
our assets lost altegether (24,000,000 in the
Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio railroad and
$2,014,000 in.the Chesapeake'and Ohio rail-
road) and the principal of our debt standing
on the 1st of July last at £29,412,126.38, with
interest unpaid amounting to $4,334,951.17,
or a total of $33,757,077.55. In other words,
the war upon the funding act has cost the
State the difference between the amount of
the debt, as above stated, and the amount to
which it might have been reduced, or near-
ly $8,000,000, besides some 6,000,000 of
assets and many hundreds of thousands of
dollurs wasted -in legislative discussion ol
the subject—in all over §14,000,000. A fine
exhibit, indeed, for a six years’ struggie to
prevent the people from doing right. And
yet many of the men who are now crying
out that the debt is so large that we can
never pay it, and that thercfore it must be
reidjusted or scaled down, are themselves
the authors and cause of the very condition
of thingzs they so loudly deplore.

WAR ON THE FUNDING BILL,

Is it urged by way of palliation that the
enormous sum which I have stated as the
cost of the war upon the funding act is too
large because the nssets lost were not worth
the amount stated in State bonds, and that.
the-debt could not have been reduced to
$26,000,000? How do you know that fact?
Was an Lonest effort ever: made to accom-
plish cither? Noj but, on the contrary,
the very law which authorizes such an étfort |
to be made was repealed before it could be
fully executed. So far as it was permitfed
to be carried out it accomplished precisely
and fully alt the objects contemplated. Ah,
no; it does not lie in the mouth of the man
who prevented the test from being made to-
now say that if made it would have proved
a failare.

They repealed the funding act (so far as
they conld), together with the act authoriz- .
ing the sale of the State’s ussets, and refused
or failed to reduce State expenses and to
provide for a constitutional assessment of

"property, and then charge the funding act

the ills they themselves have
Oh, consisteney, thou art
The wonder is that the
reputation of the State bas not been utterly
bankrunted ; and it would have heen had it
not been based upon the solid foundations
of a hundred years of honest.and fair deul-
ing. Dut let us beware of trifling with it
further, lest ““the silver chord be loosed and
the golden bow! be broken.” Am I asked
‘what I mean by & constitutional assessment
ot property? I anssver: The Constitution
provides in substance that'all property shall
be nssessed equally and at its true ¥alue.

with . all
brought about.
indeed a jewel!

_ASSESS PROPERTY FAIRLY.'
Noy, ho'one has the hardiliood to assert
that tbis mandate of the Copstitution bas
been’obeyed. Personal property, probably,
id not on-an averaze assedsed at” little more,:
if any, than a third of its value. Where are
cows assessed at over 310, mules at over §15,
and horses at over £40 ahead; and how
many arve not assessed at all? Equally as

reat discrepancies oceur in the assessment
of real propeety: ' The:poor lands of the
State are probably assessed .af abgut theif
full yalue—sometimes above if—while the
good lands arerated at not. much above half
their true value. Had 1 the time T could
give you instances sufficient to. verify this
assertion, To-day the real property im the
State, taken as a whole, is not pgsesged much
if any at above lalf its” real value, nor is
there any equality of assessment. Lands of
equal vaiue are assessed in different counties
at different amounts, varying sometimes
fully fifty per centum; and ihstances have
oceurred where they were not assessed at
all. In some instanees farms divided by
county lines have been assessed on one side
of the lineat double the amount they are
on the other, and that, too, where thelowest
assessed lands were of equal or greater
value than the highest. And I have known
of the sale of farm-lands at move than three
times their assessed valuation. A gentle-
man within the last four days stated to me
that his homestead, situated 1n this congres-
xional distriet, which cost him and which
he values at 8,000, was assessed but for
£3,000. Go where Fou willin the State and
you will find these discrepancies and ine.
qualities occurring. 1f the real property of
the State were assessed as near its value as
it is in the cities of: Norfolk and Richmond

r
A

pit would make a total of over $300,000,000,

instead of $243,000,000, as now. These ine-
qualities- work gross injustice to the people, |
exhibit the State in an  unfortuftate and’ g‘et-
rimental light, and arc:in:.clear violation of
fundamental law.:" ‘Assess property equally,
justly, and according 'to the Constitution,
and thirty-five cents on the 8100 instead of
filty cents, s now,;would be-all the taxation
required, with our other resqurges, ,to
be not: only a reduetion of - fifteen: cenis on
Fthe €100 in~ the'‘rate of “tiXatlon, 'but it
vould 'be making every dollar of ‘property
pay the same tax as every other dollar;.and |
prevent the gross injustice which now pre- ‘
“valls. “This_ is what a constitutional assess--
ment would acéompfish, but ‘it bas never
been tried. SRR B
THE SPEAKER’S POLICY.

The funding bill constituled but one ele-
ment of a financial poliey, the others being
the application of the assets of the State to!
the payment of the public debt, the reduc-
tion of State expenses to the lowest degree:
consistent with efiicient administration, to-
gether with an assessment of property as
rescribed , by, the Coustitution. I bave
' policy has been treated.

shown how the

ould hamebéen fully realized. };

;omptly meet all our liabilities. "It wp_l‘;_ld o

'And after'(his, fn _my judgment. not exag
eerated, statement of it, is there any wonder
that our financial condition has become truly
deplorablé? ' Tam firmly ol the opinion that
if the poliey in its entirety had beemn faith-
fully cartied out the nripcipal of our delt
‘would have been reduc w{I - 26,000,000 or
less, the interest upon” which would have
been' regularly 'pdid, an@“without any in-
creasc of the rate of taxation. In fact, if the
policy of drdwing the support for our
sebools mainly from a eapitation tax, which
I twice recommended to the Legislature,
had also been adopted, taxation upon pro-
perty miight lony ere this bave been largely
‘reduced. ', ; YA ik
I'have given this brief résumé of the treat-

sults that have flown from it not in vindica-
tion of myself for having recommended it,
but beecause it has been so misrepresented
and misunderstood that more or less of pre-
judiee prevails against it, and also because
I desire to urge the opinion that the true
solution of our tinancial problem may still
be found in the reiidoption and faithful ex-
ecution of this policy. While it is true that
all of the good-revultd originally anticipated
from it cannot now be realized because of
the increase of the debt and the loss of assets
consequent upon the unwise interfercnce
with it, nevertheless its principles and what-
ever of the substances has not been lost still
remain, and may be successfully acted upon.
With the prompt restoration nnd vigerous
and faithful execution of it I can answer in
the affirmative most empbhatically the ques-
tion, Can we meet our liabilities and protect
ihe honor and the eredit of the State? Yes,
and without any increase whatever in the
rate of taxation. '

THE REMEDY PROPOSED,

Q Let the non-consol or pecler debt be con-
verted into consol debt, thus placing all our
creditors upon the same equal basis. Let
whatever.of assets we possess be at once
applied to the liquidation of the principal of
the debt. Let there be an equal and consti-
tutional assessment of properly and the
reduction of State expenses to the lowest
degree consistent with eflicient administra-
tion, and the question nmow aeitating the
publie mind will be solved and settled. All
these are right. They are just and practi-
cable. “And surelv the great object to be
accomplished justifies at least a prompt and
thorough trial. We still have some valunble
railrcad stoeks and honds and real estate,
which should be sold and applied to the
payment of the prineipal of the debt. Let
the bonds in the sinking fund be cancelled,
and let the literary fund be left in abeyance
a few vears until we become stronger. I'am
an earnest advoeate of universal edueation;
but about the first education I would instil
into the child’s mind would be that ““ hon-
esty is the best poliey.”?

This action as to these two funds and the
application of these assets would largely
reduce the amount of the debt, It is the
opinion of the Second Auditor,from his lonz
experience and careful examination of the
subject, that at least $500,000 ol the debt
has been lost or destroyed, and consequently
will never be presented for payment, Other
competent judges are of opinion that this
loss amounts to fully $1,000,000. 1f this be
g0, with the action as to the assets, which 1
have just mentioned, it would be found that
the principal of the debt would not amount
to over $28,000,000, the annual interest npon
which would be £1,680,000. To this interest
add the State and school expenses—say
$500,000 for the former and $400,000 for the
lntter, which is amply sufficient in our pre-
sent condition—and we have a total of
£2,580,000, which it would be necessary to
annually provide for. To thls sum add
whatever legislative expenses may be in-
curred, and you will have the sum total of
our necessary annual expenditures. As to
what the legislative expenses shall be rests
with the-people. In my opinion they have
heretofore heen at least ‘three times greater
than was necessary. The sessions of the
Legislature have heen too frequent and too
long. The country is'cursed with too mueh
legislation. The great and prosperous State
of ‘Georgin, I am informed, has provided in
her' new Constitution for only biennial ses-
siong of forty days each. Had we such a
wise and beneficent provision in our Con-
stitution our legislative expenses would
‘avernge “about $£30,000 a year instead of
$165,000, as now. These expenses are a
gréat and erying evil, but the people bold a
ready and effectual remedy in their own
hands. Tf, instead of supporting gentlemen
for clection to the Legislature pledged to
disgrace them by wild and futile attempts to
scale down, reiidjust, or repudiate the hon-
est debt of the Commonwealth, they would
select only their best men, pledzed to secure
biennial sessions of not exceeding forty days
each, they would ‘do * the State some ser-
viee”” and confer a lasting benefit upon
themselves. Why should not this he done
evervwhere in the State ? Why not strike
directly at the real evils which aflict us in-
stead of wasting our breath and soiling our
reputation upon imaginary ones? i

WHERE T0O. GET THE MONEY.

Aside from these legislative expenses, a8
I have shown, It will require annually
$2,580;000 to pay the full interest upon the
whole principal of our publie debt and the
expenses of our schools'and State govern-

nues ol the State for the current ‘year'at
22,700,000 in round numbers, ' It these es-
timates be realized it will be deen that we
can pay-full interest on our debt; together
with ' the school and Btdte expenses, and
‘have 120,000 left for Jegislative expenses—
fully twice ns much “as ought to be used
But it is more than ‘probable that our reve
nue for this tiseal year willexeeed the Audi-
tor’s estimatés. In making those estimates
he did not take into' nccount’ the:increased
receifits fromn thetax on railronds d@nder a
late'law, nor the results of the experinient
now being made under the new liquor law,
known as the ¢ Moffett panch=bill.””:~

It the contident anticipation of the friends
of these measures are but half realized our
revenue for this year will exceed 3,000,000,
or, if we had no legislative session, over
$420,000 more thun would be requi¥éd- to
pay the interest on the principal of tfeadebt
and State and school expenses, =23TO

Now, fellow-citizens, I submit to“you
candidly—forthis grave subject should only
be considered candidly, sincerely, earnestly,
but dispassionutely—does it -not appear en-
tirely feasible, with our present system,
‘subjeets, und rate of taxation, to meet the
full interest upon the principal of ‘our pub-
Tie debt and our other legitimate State lin-
bilities # Suppose that we shall ‘he unable
to reduce the principal of our State debt
quite as low as 1 have estimated {although
1 believe we shallj,"and that'our State ex.
penses should be a little wnore than~ T have
estimated (although I um contident they
ought not to be), still, admitting all this, we
bhave margin enougifof revenue to accom-
plishit if - we sueceed in-lopping ‘off iunne-
cessary legislative expenses, At least is it
not. worth an honest, carnest effort 7 -1f we
succeed, what uitold good will, have been
accomplished?, . 1 wefail;it can only be.in
part, .and, having set ourselves right, can
then consider as Lo what other courze we
will pursue to escape the withering  blight
o! a stained puoblic credit.- o
Ot WHAT'IS READJORRMENT?- -
In comlmsmf- with' this ‘fair, jast, dnd
effuitable yosition how ‘Stanis’ifs com-

.

petitor, trdent? What’ does redd-
ustment mean?” Do fits dilvocates  agree
upon''the ‘sdifse- fn Wwhich théy ude 1t¥" 1t

'Secms to T that jt possesses Liit opig me
ing.""Now, I Have endeavored in' thé dis
cussion of this‘debt question’toanight to do
30 calmly and enrnesay, but without heat or
passion; usiag no barsh langnage and-reat-
ing thosewith whom T differ with'the same
 respectful defercuce’ that +I- shall expect bf
tbhem. : But I useilan to convey ddeas,
‘not to coneesl them;-as: Talleyrand is ‘said
13“ have defined its use; < Aecordingito m
in:language’ reidjustment, #s now so:0f+
means simply repudintibn and '
It means to seale down'the

ment  that -poiicy has- received and the re-”

ment. Now, the Auditorestimates thé réve-’

terest of thie debt, or both, one fourth, one
haif, or'out of existence altogether. - = .
. The refidjusters, so called, sppear to be
divided into two classes—¢* voluntary ”” and
s¢forcible.”” The former proposes fo ask
‘| the ‘éreditors for a relidjustment while the
latter “proposes to eowpel ‘them-to it.: ‘The
one would mnke of the' State n beggar, the
.other would exhibit her before the world as
a robber. To ask a man to throw off or give
 youa part of the debt you honestly owe him
‘i3 to begg of hima part of his substance; to
foree Hind' to do ¢0'is’to rob him of it. There
is mo-escaping it—this I8 what it méand; o
‘| matterin what melfifluous phrase it may be
garnighelf A7 == Frrt. sy ateltae. Tl
 Well, gentlemen reddjusters, how do you
propose to secomplish the high purposes of
your noble resolve, and what are your pros-
pects of success ? Let us look at'the's
tion. "According to a statement which I
have from the Second Auditor the ¢ondition
of the debt on the lst of July last was a8
follows : : T

Total consol debt. ceeeevvrseennn.n.. $20.237,015.80
Total non-consol debt.........ouuus 9.175,110.68
Unpaid interest on consol debt re- W
presented by tax-recelvable con- -
PONS.uuianresiasnsnssnsnnnsnsnnsanee 1, 186,420.00
Unpald Interest on  non-consol &
QEDlerrsrennrnsrnsnsansssnssnsneanss  3,198,682.17

TRUE WAY OUT—PAY OUT. !

Now,the holder of the consol debt, having
adjusted his debt once at.our request by
throwing off one third of what Wnse(aue_blin,
and being secure in the pagment ot the'in-
terest accrning by means of the tax-receiv-
able coupons, would be either less or more
than human if' he voluntarily consented
to a turther reduction in the amount due
him. The voluntary retidjuster would there-
fore fail with him ; and if be of the * forci-
ble? 'persuasion were to attempt his plin
| be weuld be simply butting his head against
arock of granite, - The -interest; uppn,the
consol debt must be paid; there.ls no, es-
caping it, and it is worse than folly to at-
tempt to delude the people with the notion
that it can be avoided if they desire it..: But
as to the non-consol debt and the acerued
interest thereon, that may be the subject of
reidjustment, But s there any human
probability that the holders of ‘these bonds,
equally meritorious with the others, after
throwing off one third of -their' debt will
willingly eensent to take less=than the re-
maining ' two thirds?. Of coursenot; and
no sensible man entertains such an opinion.
Here again the voluntary reidjuster, will
fail. Not so with the «forcible” reddjuster.
Here he ¢an operate. This ‘portion of the
debt it is in the power of the Stuteto scale
down or relidjust down one third, one half,
or wipe it out altogether. So far as the
question of power i3 concerned there can
be no question. The State can repudiate all
this debt or any part of it; and in principle
the forcible deprivation by the State of any
portion of the creditors’ debt, either princi-
pal or interest, is just as much repudiation
as the deprivation of the whole of it, il
ghe do it¥ Are the people of Virginia
ready to take this terrinle step—ready tore-
pudiate their honest obligations—ready to
covel themselves and their State with dis-
honor? IKor one, I say no—a thousand
times no. I bave shown that there was no
necessity for it—that the present revenues
of the State, increased as they may be with-
out increasing the burthens upon property
are ample, with proper economy, to meet: ali
her liabilities, Thetrue way out of our dif-
ficulties is to pay out. The true reddjust-
ment is to refidjust ourselves upon the line of
honesty and good faith, from which, had
we followed in the footsteps of our fattiers,
we would never have departed.

OUR ONLY HOPE.

Putting it upon the lowest ground—that
of self-interest—and we cannot afford to re-
pudiate. Public faith and private credit go
band M band. You cannot destroy the one
without Dblighting the other. States are
but the aggregations of individuals. Gov-
ernments, laws, and institutions, are but
the expressions of popular opinion and
sentiment. Hence they constitute n just
measure of the mental and moyal sta-
tus of the people. Honest "people will
have honest government, while weak, fneffi-
cient, and dishonest governments are the
highest evidence of the demoralization and
degradation of the people themselves., Let
the State of Virginia attempt the repudia-
tion of her honest debt, and every one of
her citizens will be branded as dishounest a3
surely and indelibly as wnas Cain for the
slaughter of his hrother. ;

The only hope for the building:up and
development of the State Jargely depends
upon the influx of capital and population;
but how can we expeet either it “we'do that
which the merul sense of the world con-
demns? How can we expect the eapitalist
| to invest his money in a country where the
people refuse to pay their honest debts? and
what immigrant would settle atmong us
with such a stain upon our character?

THE BLIGAT OF REPUDIATION.

Capital, always cautlous and nervously
sengitive, never sedks investment 'In‘the
property or security ol-a ‘people -who:!be-
tray a want of integrity eitber in their. pub-
lic or private capacity;. and igmigration
never seeks a country where obligations
are not scrupulously respected, and where
property rights are not ‘safe’ and sécure.
Repudiation  wonld be' a physical: as
well as 8 moral blight. Maryland, Peon-
sylvania, and Illinois are striking examples
of this fact. Each attempted repudiation; or,
‘what is' the shme in’ effect, refused to pay
‘their honest pwbtie debts, uhd eaelt kuffered
.the conseqtiences—10ss; of ‘respect; lossiof
cqnfidence, the obliteration of, both public
and private credit, and the abgolnte de-
struction of Ero_quri y. But the moment
‘they made ari honest ‘effort and succeedédin
regtoring public ‘credit, private-tredit and
prosperity followed in its. wake, and to-day
they are three of the most progperoys States
of .ihe Union.. All we need in Virginia to-
day.is an honest, earnest etfort to do right.
.+ The increase in the valaé of property and
of prosperity which.-would follow- 3 .re-
stored State .credit ‘would far mare than
compensate in dollars and cents whatever
temporary sacrifice might be n ¥y to
accomplish that object. Let us make the
effort. The obfect i3 worthy ‘and‘'fast;
the obligation ‘to'"do so 'of 'the high-
est moral - ‘charactpr; : respect-ifor - the
past history of §he State, for ourselves.and
our posterity demand .it. The plighted
faith of the Commonwealth' must be maln-
tained and hér’ esciitcheéon” kept uhitar-
nished, or we shall prove' false:to her tradi-
tions and upwortby sons of ‘nobjesires.:

5 CONGRATULATIONS, GHES
-~ At the conclusion ol the address, which
was received with apolsuse and courteous
attention, a number of well-known gentle-
men present went up to Governor Walker
and congratulated bim upon his happy ef-
fort. X ; 3
MorTUARY.—Number of deaths Jast week,
39. Bright’s disease cyrried off 1; cholera-
{nfantum,2; cotisltgn;m‘lon.a; convulsion—
infantile, 15 debility, 15 didrrbees, 2 : drop-
sy, 1; dysentery, 1; erysipelas; 2; fever«

typhoid, 1; fracture,1; gastro-e 13

cart-disease; 1: imperfect development, 1;

{nanitfon, 1; inflammation of br ; liver-

“dlscase, 15 marismus, 83 puerpers] convul-

sfons, 15 scrofalaj 13 tabes ea, ‘13
anknown, '4;

teething;: 23 -tonsilhitiag 13
vound-—homi ,

e CooNTY TROADS.—Messrs/ Notmand
Smith ind JohnL. Grubbs,'of the'Henrlco
L County Board of:Supervisors, ye day in-
| spected -the- work: of :the- conviets: o pro~
the Westham turupike {old plank)
road. About twenty bands are there em-
‘ployed, ‘under Su €
says”the conviees do quite as much work

as any bands:he could employ.  At/present

Al i s s il

Abe work, b contmed to ditehiug and éhrow-

o 00

{ng up the centre of the

yE RADWAY JI
‘ thut ‘Radway

oo
bility s

rintendent Carter, who ;e



